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TO 
The RicnTt HonoukraBLE, 


IOHN. KENDRICK, 


Lord MAJOR, and the Right. Worſhipfull 
the Aldermen' of the City of 
LONDON. 


Honourable and Beloved. ; 

ans! q Ome who have been judicious Spe» 
"INF Gators of thoſe uncharitable quar= 
VA rels, which have broken forth in 


4 theie Latter dayes, amongſt Prg- 
| feſſors,have been ready to conclude; 


That ener Men have not underſiood;har hag qd 
which ReSgos ww "ſe thy a has: 4 
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Snag Yonote' Tote world. 
ts an the heartsof vickedmje 

eby *c _ Advantage of fuch generdf 
boning it "will norbe {o great a'wonder to. 
ſce-many caſt off G.dand Holineſle, as to ſee 
any keeping the F aith(and cleaving unto Chriſt in 
ſuch:an houre of 7 empgatiov. One greg! fuare, that 
the Devill hath layed: to- incangle ſoules,” hath: 


into Bueftion ;/ which hath been the more dange.. 
rous, becauſe {uchenquirie doth pretend 0 ({nget- 
zaity, and is like that Treeof knowledge, a Tree 
to beedelired to = one Wiſe, and certainly | it 
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the Y/;/e mans eyes age inhis hea 


blind obedience: - bed when# 
Bervaat choke buefiatiin Oh 
Ill” Pojed and Non-plaftls Frorhiit folfe: 
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/ been, -To' pat them upon it to call eyery thing 


is farre better to be humbly and modeſtly 1 nqui-.. 

| fitive, then Popiſhly and Sri Ignorant, for. 
bur. the. Fool 

deſtroyes himſelte by'a range it ig plicir os and, 


he Vaunr and FTrinuph in Nora OT he 


-. fe aone is otten into. thisſtrong hold; © har 
"| tbnor Hhs'bold! von ence Mare +0" 'Queeftion ?- 
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+ And debough kee "might conlider 'char'a 2 Pobk 
7 . miy ke inore queſtions then” rh Wye men 
© can anſives, yet ſtill he:perfiſtah in'wan; Tn. 
Bs iwrrocarerics ; And {ach ivehietifiutbance of his 
ininde occaſioned by tepid and wickedneſfe 
of his heart" that KidthemioN elare and petty. 
Rs the aiadet lis Demarids; vo isHoe = 
qo 0 dreoitie frm Qbor; "Phirs is 
__ the pros biit/pried ind mfulting Setprivk;—at once 
| Reabthe Devils Boidflvo, and conoeieedly his 
{5 _ freeman, 


"When ]wasby your Oniy called! to this BY 


Ree forwies; za bing ofthivkind did prefie 
mupdn m6, "AgMli«#reateft imprefiion 'chat 'T 
conld -percerviMRry ſpirit was, Fo ſpeaks 
fotmectring,; Hl by the bleiling of God; 
| trend to the Vier of che 'Prath of Rebiyi- 
| bn; from the Makdjons; dar! Frivolons afftonts 
_ of 'Þy an wed Þ men; and-Fcould 

not finde ont eDire& meanes ro this end; 


' *. _wthenby ary wot the Common ſenſe of all 
2-7 Pega which Fhave done in the fol-- 

lowing diſcourſe, according to- the. meaſure of 
the w received; the effe&s' whereof I Gendly” 


YG defi re may be theſe two 
i hs , 0 Forever to: ws chat Michiaviliar 
RT Blaſphe-- " 
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Blaſphemy, that Religion is nothing - but a Poli. 
rique Engine, and that there is no ſuch thing in- 
deedany whereto be found, There are thoſe in 
the world,who ina true ſpiritual ſenſe, have heard 
with their cares, and ſeen with their eyes, and 
handled with their hands of the word of Life ; And 
it is to be feared, that thoſe foules, which deny, 
that there is any Religionabroad , are wholly 
devoidot it within themſelves. Religion is not 
a Chimera or Notion, but a real thing in the hearts 
and lives of goodmen, | 

Secondly, To ſtirre up and awaken Profeſſors, 
that they reſt not ſatisfied in any Outward forme; 
without the inward life and power of Religion. 
Oh ! Bee not contented to ſerve in the Oldneſſe 
"of the Letter, but in the Newneſle of the ſpirit: 
Wee have raiſed ſucha Daft by our Diſputes in 
lefſer matters, and by our eſpoufing ſuch triviall 
uarrels, that wehave almoſt loſt our Chriſt, and 

| + why ouraffeRions from ourfirſt Husband, 
It is time for us now to call forth that Primitive 
 ſpiritof Love and Purity, if by any meanes wee 
might remeve the Scandal of our contentions,and 
exhort orie anather ſo much the more, as we {ee 

the day approaching. RO | 
- After you had pariently given this Sermon the 
, Hearing, 
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be Ppiftle Dedicatory. 


Eo, xt GERI Fa 


Hearing,you were pleaſed to importune the Pub- 
lication thereof, w y your {elves and orhers 
might the better Perpend, andtruly examine what 
Is > Anka contained ; which requeſtof your Ho- 
ours I could not eafily deny, but have accord- 
ingly performed, and do- here tender it to: your 


Chriſtian Acceptance, with hopefull confidence, 


chat ſeeing for the Truths ſake , it found ſuch un. 
expecedentertainment at your eare,it ſhall not be 
deſpiſed at the'niort ſevere Tribunalof your Eye.. 
Now, that good ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt open 
the eyes of your mindes; that you may ſee and 
approve things that are excellent , and. perſwade 
your hearts to receive the Truthin the Love of 
It, and dire& your ſteps to walke in the paths 
of Mercy and Truth, that you may beSaved.. 


So prayeth, 
Yours and the Churches 
Servant in the Goſpel. 


by William- Ames. 
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1 John 2. 20. 
But yee have an VuGion from the Holy One, and yee know 
all things. ry | 
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== Here hath been of old an irreconcileable fend 
| between light and darkneſs,between goods 


Sy and evill, and whereſoever trwth hath had ,,., 

54 it's dwelling there error and falfood have rr a enniy 

| Ig: endeavoured to intrude themſelves; "fo 6 

3 rm——= that no ſooner was truth i#carnate in the - pF 

Perſon of our Lord Jeſus, but Antichriſt, yeamany Antis x 

chriſts did ariſeand ſet themſelves againſt it ; ſed magna - 4 

fuit Veritas & prevalebat, Truth was, great and did pre- 

vaile, Put when error and falſhood did perceive that 

Truth remained invwlnerable in the Perſon of Chriſt, 

| ' they betake themſelves to his poſterity, and the ſeed of 

h the Serpent doth conflict and try,it out with the ſeed of 

the Woman; yet ſtill the viory hath been given on 
the Saints fide. But ſuch was the malice of Truths great 
Adverſary, the Prince of darkneſs, that he would not 
onely not Jay down the 7»ck/ers, but that he might ap- 

2 I pear to deſerye the name of Afolyen, and 4baddon, Hee 

E | hath lefrno means unattempted ,;angd hath more curi- 

] | ouſly ſought out and invented how Hee might yet (if 
poſhible) carry the day againſt the Truth; and-to carry 
on his undertaking hath projected, two ways eminently, 

- whereby cither.to, Bawniſh Truth ,vhglly gut: of. the 
world. orto:ftop her growth and. progrelie in, the wofld, | q 
The 0 hath been by open forceand wwolence.to periecute ning; 

'. | B &; + © * the daubledeſignt 
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the perſons of thoſe who have profeſſed themſelves to 
be Truth's __—_ whereby he mightac"once-'make 
| them weary oftheir profeſiion, and deter and affright 
bs others from entertaining that Truth which was thus 
| perſecuted in thoſe that did profeſs it. | 
The other way hath been by ſecret /abtilty and cun- 
ning Sophiſirie toundermine and imbaſce'the Truth, '20- p- 
mixe his poyſon with Gods wine, whereby Hee might- #|: 
| with leſs difficulty either cheat the Profeſſors, and own- |: 
ers of it, or at leaſt hinder the Genxine and natural} effo® o | 
_ whichprre ruth ſnouldhaye upon themindes ofmen.. | 
- '- .. Butyponall thegtory there hath been a: protediop and  , - |: 
[1 ray and thits defence” hath been.the munition' of. © 
- Rocks. | S $f 
#pen vio Firſt, That there hayebeen viokntaflaults upon the. Pay 
Be perſons of the Saints for the Tewhs fake, I need not.fetch 
ap argument from far to demonſtrateunto you : Eve- 
ry.0ne that wemeet withalt is. able to telÞus of thoſe - 
primitive perſecutions, and torelate unto-us refull ſto- 
. ries of the bloody Maſ/acres thathave been abroad;/Who 
_ amongſtus is ignorant of: thoſe $2:zth-field Butcheries, | 
and thoſe whole-barnt-offerings of 'holy-men, which the -b 
bloody Prieſts of | Roxre did/ offer: to their: great. 7dot 2 ; 
| 'What ſhall we ſay to this dayes rthearfall of thoſe not inn | 
vincible Armadoes, thoſe Powder-plots and canfpiracies , ? 
thoſe armies and infttrreQions, thoſe warrand tumalts, ©? - 
which have threatned as with opew 9wouth;to ſwallow up 4 
and deyoure whole Nations, and'Common=-weatths, . 
where Jeſws Chriſt hath had his worſhippers? Certainly -*: | 
- #0thing herein is fo wonderfull as. this, that Chriſt harh 1% 
yet a Name in the world; that Hee hath yet a Nawe:in 
=» glad, And that which hath ſecurediTruth- and her 
| fubjeftsfomthe miſchief of theſe delignes hath been. 
2 thepowerfullprovidence of the Almighty. He -that = 
Th ; Pp | Bey Eth:: 


*o » 


| 3 
ethi the Eefterof Government in his hand,., who,is the | 
great and fapteam Anderton of this world hath taken 
to himſelf. bis great pamer, -and; hath reigned. Behold, 
God hath been to-his Chunches,.and holy ones 2s a Rye 

Fuge framtheiftorme, andibas /hadop from the that of 
their perſecuringAdvenſaries,whilf-chehlak afrhe tex 
rible ones bath been as aſtomne againſtthe wal; 19 that, 
asWe havecaye this day, mm our Anniverlary. Gomme.. 
may akonp eiar Augelicall Decag, amd ox Wing 
may takeup that Angelicall Daxowgze, and ſay.Bl 
i Glory and Power, be given to him that figs _ 
uponrht Thane, andco the tender ever ameogHale» = 

J TERS Ke" 94 eo 3k 4 "I 

 "Secondy, Thasthere hath been.decait and Sophifiry ye 2 Serm f 

ſed toſtegleaway Truth fromthe profaſlors of it, no+ : 
thing ismoredlear and manileft, The Soripture ſpeak» | 
ethexpreſly, that there wwreſallſe Prophots amongit the 
people, anid-there /hall.falſe Teachers orvepiin, iwho 
ſhall briogan-damnable Hearelies,cven denying the Lord 
that bought them, |. And theſe 4gwrts or Fafors for 
Truths Adverſary, arecitherghoſe Tovebriazesr.ef Lugin 
fuge, thoſe Owles:and. Nightbirds, who! doe ſecrecy 
blaſpheam the Truth, but darenotcomeanto the Light, 
leſttheir workes of darkweſs ſhould be reuealed and made 
maniteſt. Or elſe they are thoſe whom the Father calls 

Meridiani Dewones,, thaltnoon-day Devils, who with 
an iz-pudent forehead: dare ſet themſelves :to-cry downe, 
and with' moſt DeviHliſh confidence to: appole that - 
Truth which «uf prevail and coriquer. And thefe may 

be thoſewhize Devils that would appear inthe ſhape of 

Amgels of Light, whilſt indeed ſeqretly andinwardly 
they .aremothing elſe but iFerwds: of, Darknellc, | But as 

gainft a/4heehath aur Lord Jeſs:ſecured his Church 

and people; and hath brought off bis: Truth — | 
B2 | ols 
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tok or prejudice:\ and that bythe powerfull: working 
\ | &f kis ownspiit Hving ii the Hearts of holy man,” No 


as we have cauſe eyery'wiy tobleſ#Godfor Truths ſafe 
\ty; ſofrom a godly jcalouſitarid holy fear womay: ddmo- * 


ſb arid call ipon he Profeſiors of Trutly, tharithey 
Enotledaway with theerrs7 of the Avixked;>brenſng- 
red with the +a)9 Yaſubtileyiof Avtichviſtind foducers'; 
And'this was the v##:ro#of that ! diſcourſe which'the A- 
poſtle falls upon #n'this Chapter; 'as'may be gathered: 
from'the.26: Verſe, Theſe things have # written nnto you con- 
cerning thews that ſeduce) go 124 (2 DOS 12 HUDE:1 
' The'aged Apoſtle»in' the beginning of his! diſcourſe 
doth well conſult the condition of Believers to whom 
this Epiſtle ſhould come,-and writes unto themras unto 
little Childrer. Im: Verl. 18” Little children; you, whoſe' 
attainment its to know theFather,'even the Father of 
out Lord Jeſus'Chrift;ah4 in him/50our God and Father. 
My little Children, It is Hor oviſſima, the laſt houre, 
and therefore you had needto ſtirr wpyour ſelves, and 
ſeriouſly to conſider, how to ſave your ſelves from that 
_ great inwndation of the myſtery of iniquity, which will en- 
ror to ſuppreſle the myſtezy:of Godlineſr, My little 
Children, It1s the laſt houre, and'as you have heard 
formerly by thoſe who inſtructed you in the Truth,rhat 
Antichriſt ſhould come, fo now already there be many 
Antichriſts, for this is thela(t time * And the-:danger is 
greater, foraſmuch as|thoſe Antichriſts who are abroad 
were ſometimesprerenders to the truth. of the 'Goſpell;, 
ſometimes they profeſſed themſelyes ſubje&F unto thar 
Truth, which now they endeavonr to 9ppoſe and vilify. 
Yetletme informe you in this, That they went out from. 
us, but they were #ot of us; forif they had been ofus,:no! 
| doubt, they would have continued-with us; but they! 
went out, that it might be made. manifeſt they were 
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notall ofus. Now after Hee had given this 4lemmr to: 
- Believers, concerning the approach of the - Antichriſtian' 
' Adverfary 5 He gives himſelf and them a Cordial-and 
- encouragement inthe words which I have read, Ft ye 


have an unFion from the Holy one, and yee know all things. 
Which words you may pleaſe to look upon as the 
Saints :ſeeuvity inevill times, or the beſ# prote&:on of holy 
men'/againſt theim 
and Antichriſtian-falſhood. | 


things, St 7 ITS . 
| Fe , A glorious Title given to Jeſu: Chriſt, the King 
of Satnts. He is called the Holy one. Ton have an unnoint- 


pudent aſſaults of Brazer-f.uced-error,. 


o 


-I Chriſt the 


In theſe words be pleaſed to obſerve theſethree The Text hu 


Holy one, * 


ing from the Holy one.. The ſpirits of Antichriſt they are 


. wncleane ſpirits; they are-profane, debauched, polluted, 


and polluting ſpirits, but the ſpirit ot our Lord- Jeſus, 
which is in you, proceedeth'from onethat is holy, harm- 
Rſ3,and ſeparated from ſinners. This is a Title often given' 


in the old Teſtament to the eter-al/ Majeſty, that increa- 


ted Being,God himſelf: And our Lord Jeſus,as theeternall: 


Son of the everlaſting Father, is dignified with the ſame 
Title, and called the Holy Child, the Holy thing, the Ho- 
ly one 5:yea in Dan.9.24. ke is called the ſanuFum ſanFo- 
rum,; The great Saint, or the moſt holy: of all : Therethe 


Angel tells Daniel thatafter ſeventy weeks there ſhould. 
bea reconciliation made for _— , and eyerlaſting: 
t 


righteouſneſs brought in, -and the z#voſt boly ſhould be 
annointed-: that is, our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 'thetrue 1eſ-- 


fiah, ſhould come inthe fleſhand be inaugurated, and in- 
ſtalled into that great office of an-high Prieft , which . 


had been for ſo many years paſt typified and ſhadowed out 
in their Prieſt that ſerved in the Temple. Now this is: 
worth our confideration;'That if our Lord Jeſus; who is 
the Forntajn from whence we receive. this ſpirit be ſo 


holy: 
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_ boly.and pure, then ſurely: the <ffefts, -apd  operatians. 
that this {pwic doth produce: in 'thoſe who, receive ſit, 
muſt be holy andipurealfo. Impuriry, uncleapnels,an 
ſinfull defilements ca2ot poſſibly proceed from f{o pure 
aſpiritasthe ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt is, whole Name is, 
The Holy one. =. Hiroſe vt for eblow (31.5 
| Secondly, Another thing confiderable in the words is, 
An effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt from Jekus'Chriſt upon 
his people. Tee have an union, or yee have received the 
anointing. The cuftome ofanointing was anciently- u- 
ſedeither to ſeparate and conſecrate to an holy uſc,or to 
inſial/ and inaugurate to ſome office and fervice; or to e- 
dow with gifts faitable to ſame notable and eminent 
employment. And we -finde tn the Scriptures , That 
the anointing paſt upon, ſome of their Prophegs, their. 
Prieſts, and their Kings, Itisalſo farther oblevved, That 
inthe ſecond Temple, theanointing, or the holy oynt- 
ment-was w4#ting, which might fignifie tothe Jews that 
then were, that their Ceremoniall Rites were begin- 
ning to waſte, they ſhould therefore loag for, and ear- 
neſtly defire the Ade/ſzahs comming, by whom that a« 
nointing andother things ſhould be /ppled and reſto- 
red ina more ſingular and eminent way. Our Lord 
Jeſus as our high Prieſt was anointed; andfrom him do 
all his people as ſo many inferiour Prieſts, r:celve and 

.  participateof that anoinring : for as it 4s obſerved, {he 
High Prieft of old had moſt oyJe-poured vpan; his head, 
ak the other Prieſts were but ſprmkled with that holy. 


I 


q oyle. So then themeaning of this anointing which 1s 
F poured out from Chriſt upon his pay muſt needs (ig- 

| nNifiea communication of the fame ſpirit, otthe ſee lite, 
of the ſawe grace and.nature, that a7 Chriſt,as. the 
chief Prieſt, was anointed withall from the Father - 
ſo that the ſame difpoſition/and goodneſs ofmind doth 
flow out from Chriſt toa graciqus ſoule. Third- 
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=” birdly, Here is the great bereft that Believers doe 
R ecetveby this holy anointing, which they have from 


have an union from the holy one, and;yee know all things: 
T here is ſome difference inthe readirg of theſe words 3 
The $yriack Trarſletor yeads them thus ,. yee know all 
wer ;. and in that fencethey:may:reterto that which the 


the gifts of the ſpirit, which: he reckonerh up... this 1s 
one, namely dJezplous wrwperar; the diſcerning of ſpirits. 
And thetruth 1s, this great'gift of diſcerning mens: ſpi- 


probably to cenjecwre,butallo to give a judgement con- 
N cerning many. with- whom they converſed, and did 


thereby, diſcover divers he/ow and falſe-h:arted Hypo- 


ler meaſureand —rpoxigny va live even to'this day in 
 theheartsof holy men ; for verily, they many times do 


As for profane monſters, and xotorious (inners, their con- 


a:Bribeof favour, or prejudiced with ſome ford and 
' paſſronate alection.. But all the Greek Copres, .as ts'0b- 
| ſerved, doread the words as we tranflace them. Tee know 
| all things; that is, all thoſe waize, neceffary , and funda- 


from the Father tothe World z -or yee know all things, 
thatis, All thoſe Tra+45 of the Goſpel which thote Anti- 
| cAriſts that now: are, ior-that great' Antichriltt which 
ſhall come, will ſettthemſelvesto oppoſe and cortredi®®, 


the holy one, and that is, That they-know-all things. You | 


Apoſtle Pas! ſpeaks of in 1 Corirt.1210.where, amoaglt 


rits was moreeſpecially given toſomethen unto others: | 
11:the primitive times; .and they were able not onely 


crites: which gift may, peradventure, though in a /mral- 


_ grzeavery ſhrewd conjetture, not to ſay judgement,con-- 
cerning Profeſſors amongſt whom they live ; bue this 
they doe with a ſaber, modeſtt and compaſſionate {pirit.. 


dition' 1s obvious, and eaſily to be diſcerned, by men- 
whoſe eyes are intheir heads, who are not blinded: with - 


mentall Traths, which Feſus Chriſt cameto declare, as 


You, . 


3 Knowledge | 
the benefit of 
anoiming. 
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'You, who have this anointing doemoſt certainly and 
 afluredly know, and arewell eſtabliſhed in theſe prixci- 
pall and capital Truths which you have received by 
vertue of this anointing. Thus we havea briefaccount 
of theſe words preſented tous:And the point that T ſhal 
z diſcourle upon, with-your Chriſtian patience is this. 
Ky ==, -/ Fhat the woſt certaine and aſſured knowledge of Chriſtian 
be ng __ qe. —_— 
off teacheth Ao@Frine is attained unto by a participation of the anointi 
ve Dottrine of of Jeſus Chriſt. Yee have received ſuch an unQion, and 3 
aud thereby it 1s that yee know all things. * Every man [4 
almoſt, in theſe days, thinks himſelf wel inſtru#ed in 
his Profeſſion that hee makes, and in the Articles of 
Faith whereunto he declareth himſelfto bee a feryant : 
who is there, that doth not judge himſelf tobe as a 
Maſter of Iſrael; well underſtood 1n all points of Theo- , 
logie; who yet, like Nicodemws , remaineth in the very 
darkneſs of ignorance. as not knowing what Regenerat:- 
ox and the new birth might ſignifie : for we fhall finde 
that there isno ſuch certazxe and irfallible way to come 
to the knowledge of heavenly Truths, as by Receving 
an z:#ion from. Jeſus Chriſt. | 
When Job's three Friends had ſpent much time in 
arguing and redarguing the caſe with Job, Elihu ſtand- 
eth up and ſpeaketh after this manner, I did ex- 
pet that dayes ſhould have taught wiſedome, aud that 
I ſhould have found underſtanding in the multitude of 
years, but now I finde, there is a/pirit in man, and the 4 
inſpiration.of the Almighty giveth him underſtanding; | 
great menare not alwayes wiſe, neither doe the Aged 
underſtand judgement; I find a great yn berween | 
the judgement. that theſe mer, though: grave ſeniors, 
Wwe.concerning Jeb's cafe, and thejudgement that the 
hes God giveth : The Cenſure of theſe menprocee- 
.deth from the peeviſh, angry ſpirits of men, but. the judge- 
h | . +" ent 
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The beſt Teaching. 


E ment of the divine ſpirit in this caſe is according'to- 
| © Truth. | | 
But that #otable Scripture which I ſhall briefly ſpeak 
unto is in x Corinth. 2. 13,14. &c. where the Apoſtle 
ſpeaking of this very ſubje&, telleth us of many things: | 

That which is the ſ#bſtratuz:, the maine buſineſs of his 

diſcourſe, are 7« 77 erwpdks, the things of the ſþi- 

rit s then he telsus of a waturall man and a ſpirituall 

. man; then he ſpeaks of the ſpirit of the World, the ſpi- 

a rit of God, and the inde of Cinifes and then Hee com- 

8 * pares all theſe together, and bringeth forth thus much, 
namely, That the ſpirit of the world, the ſpirit of a natu- 
rall man, which is a mundane, worldly ſpirit, cannot re- 

\ ceivethe things of the ſpirit of God, for they are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned, and onely they can know them, who 
have the ſame ſpirit living and dwelling in their ſoules, 
which Jeſus-Chriſt had dwelling in him having received 
it from the Father; Wee have the minde, and ſpirit 
of God, and hereby doe we know. the things of the 

Spirit. - - 

* That I may the more clearly manifeſt, to this great 3 
Aſembly,what my underſtandiog is io this weighty mat- Fe 77308 
ter, give me leave to preface foure particulars, which the. I 
may prevent miſtakes, as if any private or parti- 
ow deſigne were aimed at in ſuch. a Docrine as 
tNISs. ; | 

Firſt, Mar as a reaſonable Creature is the ſubjei# of ' Ratimall 

Chriſtian DoFrine. Man doth not throw away his mind we De 


and underſtanding when-hee comes to be projelited into 8;ine; 


. the Truths of Chriſt, When God undertaketh to in- 
forme aman with . heavenly do&rine, hee doth not 
deale with himas hee would deale with a ffone which 

1 he would raife up to be a child” to Abraham, for he 

findeth man already endowed with.a minde and wil, E 
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upon which acconnt Hee-is capable to. heate further 


from-his God. Mans underſtanding is of very good uſe 
in Chriſtian Religion ; for by that is man ablero com- 
maunicate mach of his ſence in heavenly things unto o- 


thers, as alſo to plead for, and by argument 10 beck. 
the Truth received, againſt the Cavits and'odntradi- - 


&ions of ſuch as oppole themſelves. Emuſt confeſs free- 
by what I apprehend, That, in the »woreo9 of a rams corn 


verſion, when the grace of God powerfully ceizeth up- . 


on his ſpirit to turne him from darkneſs tolighe, and 
from vhe powes obSatgn unto God, thoſe a; that he 


doth then performe, arevthe moſt nationell «Fo thatever 


ke did performe- in alt his life. The adts of R 
tance, Faith and Selfe-denyall, the a& of turning 


fin unto God; whichare the a&sthat appear in the firſt. 


motion of theſouteunmto: God, theſe are i» themſelves 
and to: the ſoule, moſt reafonable, equitable, juſt and 
right; yea, in the further progreſs. of the grace of God 
in mans minde, when it growes up- inte fan@tification 
and holineſs, the wr:derſtanding of a man doth a& and 
aceth under ſt andingly. The truth-js, This minde and 


underſtanding of. a man is 2d: rk-Joxj4, as the great 


Philoſopher calls it, the-very. flawer of a mans ſouls, 
which is 20? blaſted and withered bythe Truthsof the 


Goſpell, butit 1s thereby reformed, retified; repaired and. 
reftored toits primzve perfeQion,with great advantage. 


$o that think, in a. ſober ſence, whatthe Apoſtle ſpeaks 


_ of the Law, Fhat it is &s x0u5ds, maiSerywy de, A School- 
Maſter to Chriſt; may be: ſayd: of mansnatarall' knows - 


ledge, and underſtanding) : In which fence oneof the 


Antients. calleth true Philoſophy mrww/din xere., ary - 
. Inferiour: Schoole, or a fore-teaching to Chrift,] as it is 


that which readers a man capable andfit ro receive the 


ipprefſions of adivineſpirit ; For certainely-a man in | 


his ; 
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bis witty, and nvt 2 66d, thfiraifed man, is the ſubject 
of Gods grace, of his converting and ſintifying 


, Secondly, The written word of God, in the. Scrip» 2 The wrh 
tures of Truth, is the onely owtwerd rule of faith and 74he ou 
managers. This is the norms fidei &+ worums According — 
to this rale muſt evety man. order lits converſation, 
| ww 8. 20, To the Law and to the Teftiwory , if they 
peak not according; to this word, it is becauſe they 
haye not ſ@ much as ornixeg>light in them, This is the 
royall Standard of Truth, unto which we muſt bring all 
mens degmate, their aſſertions, and opinions, which are 
veuded for Truth in the wotld: Hereby may we examize, 
and judge of all that, which men would obtrude upon 
.us. I recommend, to every onethatheates me, the com- 
ſtant ſtudying of the holy Scriptures, as being the Oracles 
of God. It was that, for which, the Holy Ghoſt doth ſo 
highly commend the Beredn Chriſtians, That they recei- 
.ved the word with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched 
- the Scriptures daily, whether thofe things were ſo; and 
upon this account they were called wywivrig!, more 
noble, as being better borne, better bred; better educated 
then thoſe of Theſſalorica, I will onely adde this, That 
the Letter of the Scriptures is but dead without a divine 
power joyned with it, and a ſprrit, moving mans mind, 
without a word, 1s very queſtionable and dangerons. 
Thirdly, The Holy Spirit, which 1s underſtood by this 3 The Unltia 
anointing, z# #0 private ſpirit, or particular impulſe, no as yy q 
ſongular perſwaſion or extraordinary inſpiration, but a gene* ſmſe, © 
rall and univerſall ſenſe in all regenerate minds Holy men 
doeall agree, by common confent;in thoſe Truths, which 
the New Creature:doth'chiefly refent and reliiſh; The 
Apoſtle to this phrpoſe uſeth two expreſſions, 1 Cor. 
12, 13. and-2: Cot, 4. 13- By one ſpiritare weall baptized j 
| C2 - . 1nto , 
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into 62 body, and have been all made to'drinke into oze 
ſpirit: and wee have the ſame ſpirit of Faith. Wherethe 
Apoſtle conſiders the community of Chriſtians, under 
| the tion of a body made up of ſeverall members, 
which muſt have a ſoxle and ſhirts to informe, animate, 
quicken and enliven it : This 1s-that ſpirit-of Jeſus 
Chriſt which doth /ive in the ſoules of holy men; and 
diſtinguiſhthem from the common Herd' of Infidels and 
| Beaſtly ſinners. Although we may be ignorant of that 
which the Philoſophers meant by their Anima mund; ; 
the ſouleof the world, yet methinks every gracious | 
* heart ſhouldeaſfily apprehend what 1s that ſpirit and 
ſoule of the regenerate world, But here muſt acknow- 
ledgealſo, That the erernall ſpirit of God doth ſometimes 
comedowne as from Heaven,and particularly move up- 
on a xegenerate minde, whereby it doth «dre{eroupiie, blow 
off the aſhes and ſtir up thoſe heavenly ſparkes , which 
lay in the ſoule as buried under ſome clouds of ſadneſs, 
and hereby the froze and benummed \pirit of a precious 
ſaint doth finde it ſelfe thawed into a vivacious fitneſs 
for any ſeryice. This 1s that which theſpouſe calls for in 
Song 4. 16. Awake O North winde, and come thou South, 
blow upox my Garden, that the (pices thereof may flowont, 
This diſcourſe, I conceive, may ſhew us the difference 
between the good ſpirit of God, which foberminds con- 
verſe withall, and that faratick, and exſtatich ſpirit , 
which vaine men pretend unto, andare deluded with. 
This jpirit, in both the ſenſes that we have-ſpoken of, 
may .net be condemned asa groundleſs Enthuſraſme, for- 
as the learned Cameron obſerves, — mus #0 ubi quis 
eſt merum organum, ſine omni uſu rationis & judicijs Then 
15a manaGted by ſuch a ſpirit, when heuttereth Reeve- 
lations without the uſe of his underſtanding and reaſon , 
as ſometimes the Prophets of old did, who were but - | 
| a trunk, 
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a truth Or in through which the ſpirit convey- 
ed thoſe ſecrets, which God would declare unto the 
world. | : =—_— 
Fourthly, The ſpirit of Chriſt ſegnified by this anointing, 4 The ſoiritof 
zs firſt hated + foe way of his Fa. 5pm and is i LO lives im 
maintained and carryed on, anddoth live with great delight 
in the uſe of thoſe Ordinances where it was firſt received, He A 
who hath received the anointing from the Holy one, 
knows where he hath received it, and he knowes alſo. 
that the ſame ſpirit can breath no where ſofreely, as in 
ſuch holy aire, The new Creature was borze under the 
Ordinances of the Goſpell, and isurſed and brought 
up under them. ' Faith came firſt by hearing , and Faith 
groweth and receiveth ſtrength, being nouriſhed 'by the 
ſame Dodrine, by which 1t was at firſt planted, They 
who have heard and learned ofthe Father come unto 
Chriſt, and know not whether to goefrom him, becaufe 
he hath the words of eternall life. The > 5a 2 
Cor. 3.9. calleth the miniſtration of the Goſpel the --;- 
niſtration of the ſpirit a8 being that by which the ſoul doth . 
receive, and grow up in this divine and heavenly lite. 
Therefore the Author ofthis Epiſtle writing to an9int- 
cd ones, tets them that as they had heard ſo it ſhould:be: 
that Antichriſt would come, and that they ſhould ab:de 
in the Fruth ; whereby he doth commend them and- 
their Teachers for their great care and -diligence-1n 
ſearching out and receiving the Truth: T neednotſpend:; 
time in ſhewing the lawfulneſs,' conventency,, -and ne- 
ceſiity of Goſpell Ordinances, ſuchas are; Hearing the” 
word, prayer, breaking of bread; to ſhew-forth the 
Lords death. andthe reſt which are of the like inftitu- 
tion. Onely this I-wouldſ{peak-by way of admonition, as | 
it ts a ſerious and'generall obſervation which holy imen. 


. hayemade,'Fhat-no ſooner do mencaſt off. the uſe nl 
mN "the-- 


WY 


oo 


—__ | The Holy Awvinting 


theOrdinances and appointments. of Jeſus. Chriſt, but 
at the ſame time they doe ceff off God.and: gadlineſs , 
and laying the Reins upon their own necks, they ſet the 
- foot upon the holy Law, running deſperately, upon fur- 
ther miſchief. Thus bath divine Juſtice. branded thoſe 
who would not humbly ſubmit to ſuch ſacred inſtitnts- 
xs, Such isthe 4gjeſty and. Authoriy of theſe things, 
that almoſt every man 1n the uſe of them doth finde an 
awe upon his conſcience, and feel himfelfe commanded 
into a #oderate and ſober modeſty, .a medeſt ſobriety and 
moderation. 4 a4 
je DoFrine Having thus layd downe theſe foure particulars by 
enedin 7 pro- way of prevention, give me leave to explaine the ſence 
oY of the Dodtine in theſe ſeven following propoſitions. 
Chriſt « Firſt, The Lord Jeſus as head of his Church was ſirſt 4- 
ud firſt anoin- nointedwith the divine ſpirit. Herebegan this holy UnGi- 
* on; Jeſus Chriſt was the firſs Receiver of the Spirit. 
. The eternall ſpirit powred forth an- abundance of this 
ointment upon the perſon of our Lord! Jefus, He was 
anointed with theoyle of gladnefs above his Fellowes. 
'Tntheancient anointings, God: had appointed certaine 
meaſures of this oy] to be ſpent upon theperſons anoin- 
ted : Saul was anointed with a Cruiſe of oyle, as not like 
to. continue in the throne long; Dawd was anointed 
With a horaeof oyle, his Kingdome being to remaine 
longer; but it pleaſed the Father that in Jeſus Chrift 
ſhouldall fulnes dwell, ſo that in 1/2. 10. he is called 
The anointing; and \uchis the ſavourof his good oint-. 
ments that his Name 15avs ointment powred forth, there- 
fore doethe Virgins love him. The Lord Jeſus did Re- 
ceive this fulneſs for ovr ſakes, that from it we might re- 
ceive, andgracefor grace. Hee was to be the head of 
His Church, propter eminentiam &5 influentian,: not one- 
 1y for ſuperiority, . but alſo. for influence:and convey= 
| |  .__ ance, 
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ance, ſothat upon this account Hee was firſt confidered 
| 4 intbebuſineſs of anointing, that he might be uſefull for 
| conveyance of this ſpirit to his prons The ointment | 
poured upon the.head of the high Pricſt, ' ra» downe 
upon his beard, and to theskires of bis —_ , lea» 
. yinga fweet fragrancie and ſavor behinde it: 10 doth 
this ſpirit of our Lord Jefus, fow from him, down to all 
his ſairts.and per fumes them with hts owne ſweetneſs. 
Andtasthe Prophet E/jeh, when hee went to heaven, 
ler his wavtle nd fpirit fat upon £8: > ſo did our 
blefſedLord and Savior, afegr his afcention, fendforth 
his owne fpirit eo dwell with kts Difciples, as therr | 
ſohce,and comfort.in his neceffary abſence. <a 
Secondly, Teſas Chrift as a ſecond Adam doth begett (9,4 Ada 
s Children after his owne Image. The firft Adam brought. hath bis off--, 
forth children in his owne likeneſs, deriving ro them /i%  * 
the ſame natural? ſpirit which was in Mimſelfe : ſo 
doth the fecond 44a» propagate bis poſterity, and 
giveunto ther his owne ſpirit which 1s fapernarurall | 
and heavenly; The PiFuredoth nor ſo exattly reſem- 
blethe face; as the-r rate ſoule-doth reſemble her 
_ everlaſting Father. This Nvr/on lyeth very obvious m - 
the's, ofthe Rowarrs, Where the Apoſtle diſcourfeth 
| ofthetwo Adams and their two poſterittes , with their 
ſeverall adyantages, or prejudices that they received - 
| from theirhead': As by oze- an finne entered' into the 
"world, andidaathiby finne; and death paſſed upon all, 
| foraſmnch asall have finned ; which words referre to 
Fo the whole poſterity of the firſt Adar : ſo by one man 
camelife:; by one came forgtyeneſs, by one came fuch a 
untyerſall repargtion; that asiz Azz all dyed, fo in 
Chriſt all are: madealive; all the poſterity of the ſecond 
Atlam areas much, yea- more advantaged by their Head - 
Jeſus Chriſt; then al the poſterity of the frj# Ada / 
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were damnified by his Apoſtacy, andthe influence that 
it had upon them. The Lord Jeſus findes the children 
ofthe firſt Adexs in their naturall capacity, and maketh 
them theſubje&tsofhis grace, but Hee bringeth forth 
upon their minds and ſpirits a zew creation, which he 
did not findein them, nonot i ſerine, not in the feeds 
or. root of it - Hee cometh by his ſpirit to doe ſome 
thing in man, which could not be done by the ſublima- 
tion .or improvement of thoſe Knudera nature, thoſe re- 
liques'and remainders of Shipwrackt nature, for if ſo, 
then what meaneth that bjtter Cup, what meant that 
pomp of bloody ſufferings, which Jeſus Chriſt. did under- 
 goe? What need was there that he ſhould come en- 
dowed with ſo ch ſpirit? If Naturall principles, which 
 yetremaine 1a the broken poſterity of the firſt Adam, 
could have brought forth that which now is the great 
deſegne and undertaking of Chriſt in the world ; Hee 
ſeemeth to have come in the fleſh, and to have ſuffered 
ſuch contradQion of finners, and ſoſhamefull, accurſed 
death upon the Croſs upon too ſmmal and too inferiour ac - 
count, Doth Jeſus Chriſt,after !l :his,effe& no more up- 
an men, then what the ſcattered peices of decayed nature 
being gathered together,could effe& upon them ?- Sure- 
ly, &rethren, Hee doth more then fo, for hee begetts 
children unto himſelfe as a Father, and w#iteth members 
unto himſclfe as an Head, Hee tranſplanteth ſoules into 
another ſoyle, and they live in him, deriving ſap and 
ſpirit from him as from their better ſozle, their ew Root. 
The Apoſtlein Gal. 4. doth thus expreſe it, My little 
children, wita whom I trayaile in birth, 2xgis © woprabi 
axpls i Yule, untill Chriſt be formed in you; that is, until 
the /pirzt of our Lord Jeſus comes to be that to your 
ſoules, which your ſoules. are unto your bodies; The 
reaſonableſoulein man is the principle of life, and that 


— 


by which he is denominated to bea man,and diſtinguiſh= 
q 


reqion within themſelves already,they alſo ſhall inuni- _ 


' ſoule, then doth a man become fir to underſtand hea- 


- butnot the /p7ritofthe letter ; yet:noman hath ſo clear, 
'ſofull and undoybted underſtanding of thoſe things as 
be whoſe mindetsaefecated and purgedtrom the dreggs 
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from a beaſt ; ſo doth the ſpirit of Chriſt working it 
ſelfe into the ſouleot man, iraxrforme him into his owne 
image, and this new Creature hath the ſame ſhirit, na- 
tzre and diſpoſition with Jeſus Chriſt, whereby he is de+« 
nominated a Chriſtian , and diſtinguiſhed from other 
men. The perſon of Jelus Chriſt was that orzgizallcopy, 
according to which. all his poſterity ſhould be made 
conformable. This is that which the Apoſtle ſpeaks'to 
in 1 Cor. 15. where Hee ſaith, As wee have born the image 
of the earthly, ſo muſt ive beare the image of the Heaver- 
ly Adam; which is not onely to be underſtood ina cor- 

call tenſe, That our bodies:inthe Refurredtion ſhall 

called outof their duſt into the likeneſle of Chriſts 
glorified body, but in aſpiritual ſenſe allo, forour minds 
and ſoules having received the firſt fruits of the Reſur- 


on with their bodies riſe up in a compleat ſimilitude and 
likeneſle toour Lord Jeſus, having limbe for limbe, 
gracefor grace. 1 

Thirdly, The ſpirit and life of Chriſt communicated to 3 Chiift's ſpi 
—_— doch make them capable and able to mnderſtand his '* fteth the 


will. When the ſpirit of Regeneration is paſt upoa the: rain 


yenly Truths. Itis true, There is a kinde of rationall 
aſſent ro heavenly Truths before conyerfion , and the 
naturall man doth underſtand the Jetter of rhe [pirit, 


of worldly Iaſts, which arelikea fogg and v/t- upon the 
face ofthe fonle;. The ſonles of men are 1ike ſo many 
glafjes, which refle&the image ot things ipreſented be-: 
fore them, now if there be afteame breathed. upon the . 

6 .D _-glaſle, 
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glaſſe, theRefleftion is very little, ornone at all; or if 
the light, which ſhould convey the ſpecies from. the ob- 
. Je@&to the glaſle, bee but a dim-4wi. light, a weake and in- 
ſufficient light, there is no: refle&ion neither g fo it is 
with the ſoules of men, whilſt our worldly affections, 
and adxlterate love tg fine and wickedneſs, dve boyle 
and bubble up withia us. ſendingup their ſteames 1n- 
to our minds, the things of God cannot be ſeen, accord- 
ing to the greatneſs of. that beauty and excellency which 
is upon them; Hethat cauſed the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, muſt ſhine in our hearts, to give that yarwpls: 
mis ,16746;,that light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; for as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks 77 
tuo lumine lumen videbimus, in thy light we ſhall ſcelight. 
The holy nature of Jeſus Chriſt is the true Colyrixm, the 
true <ze-ſalve,wherby the ſoul muſt be cured of its blind- 
neſs; and the Apoſtleſpeaks in Col. 3.10. of putting on 
thenew man Ty araxaviuor ts iniyrorir, which is renewed 
into knowledge, according to the image of kim that 
created him : Untill we be renewed 1n the ſpirit of 
our mindes, and taken off from the love of this world, 
and the things thereof, wee cannot attaine to a right 
new. Teſtament knowledg of thoſc things, which Chriſt 
hath revealed from the boſome of the Father. There is 
a prepntium cordis, atoreskin of the heart, a pride and in- 
ſolency of the naturall ſpirit., which muſt be circumciſed 
and deſtroyed, before the ſoule can attaine unto- a full 


. © wewofthatexcellentand glorious Truth, which Jeſus 


Chriſt doth preſent us withall. 
Fourthly, '1 he knowledge of Chriſtian DoGrine grounded. 
onely upon Argument is but doubtfull &* oncertain knowledge. 
F conceive, that Sy/logiſmes and arguments are onely for 
 #his world.and the things of this world, but notfor the 
_ things of God & of the other woxld The natural Philo- 


'A2 
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ſopherattains to his naturall knowledge by obſervations 
and experiments in ſeyerall (ne 3s. by Antecedents 
and conſequents,8 molt of his knowledge in thoſe things 
is very feeble, crazy and queſtionable ,, which made that 
great Philoſopher. after all his inquiry for knowledge, 

rofeſs, That heonely attained to this, that he knew 
Geo bamerane. Hoc tantume ſcio quod nihil ſcio, 
This onely do I know, that I know nothing. Kut God 


hath ordained a better way to convey his Truth intoour - . 


hearts, and that is by a rexovation of our minds, and by 
the communication of 4 divine nature, God hath not left 
 hispeopleat wrcertainties in thole things which arema- 
teriall and neceſlary,but hath given them more then the 
certainty ofa demonſtration, Whatſoever 1 doe receive 
for Truth upon the account of argumentative conclufi- 
ons, that Tam bound to lay afide and diſowne for Error 
| upon the like account , when a more probable argu- 
ment comes : Andtruly Friends,if all the ground of our 
entertaining Chriſtand Truth , or Chriſtian Doctrine, 
be, becauſe ſuch an argament conveyed it unto us, what 
ſhall become of us and the Truth, when wee mect with 
a ſaubtile ſophiſter and Antichriſtian Head, who ſhal frame 
an argument againſt the Truth, #»a»ſwerable by our 
Logick? Where ſhall a man ever corſeſt, it hemuſt live 
upon theſe tearmes in the world ? Beſides, every one to 
whom the Goſpell of Chriſt is preached, hath not ax 
head ſtrong enough to grapple with the bignee and depth 
of ſome kinde of 'arguments, who yet may have their 
hearts traly mortified to this world, and carryed out 
in love tothe perſon and zature of our Lord Jeſus. The 
' ground of that antient ſcepticiſme, and that dxerzaniz, 
of the Academicks, whereby they did affert that no- 
| thing could be, comprehended, might be this; All 
their knowledge was derived unto them by probable 
£ +2 WE” = concluſions 
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© concluſions \ fo that no thing was certainly ant eternally | 
true and infallible, but conjef#arel! and probable onely., 
and to beentertained according to the retiree and pomp - 


of. well dreſſed arguments. Hee that is but an Argnzren- 
tative Chriſtian is rather a ſceptick,thena true-Chniſtiah: 


He is a Chriſtian atthe greateſt w#rertairty in the world't 
I muſt confeſs. many Notions which are obtruded upon - 


men as Orthodoxal,and contended for by others as prin- 
cipall pjeces of Theologte, muſt be'ſoberly examined by 
Scripture and reafon, for :hey arenot perſetzota, they are 


not ſeen by theirown light, & in ſuch opinions, modeſty * 


and- ſobriety are highly commendable. Yea, I confeffe 
further, That the heavenly principles of the New Crea- 
ture may be Back'd and ſtrergthned by rational! argu- 
ments, and many times, the foule is conſtrained by a 
pra@icall SyPogiſme tobe lefle diſquieted within it ſeffe ; 
but yet, The moft cleare evidence, and aſfurance of the 
Truthand goodneſſe tm theſe holy things of Chriſt and 
the new Creature, ariſeth out of themſelves, as light 

wethfrom the boc'y of the Sun, without the: contnfron 
or compulſion of an harſh argument ; yea, anda regene- 
rate heart doth by an holy Sy-mpa'hy,entertaine with in- 
finite delight theſe precious and holy Truths. Argu- 


ments and Syllogiſmes doe make a great noife in the - 


world; mee thinke. they are not unlike to that ap- 
pearance 1n Horcb unto the Prophet Fhj:h, when the 
great and ſtrong winde rent the mountaines, and brake 
In pieces the Rocks, but it is faid, the Lord was not in 


the winde, nor in the earthquake, nor in the fire, but - 


he was in the ſtill, frrall voice, Enx ſpiritus ſaniti eft lenis 
v lex, perfundens ſe mentibus. The Holy fpirte doth genth 
hoveroverthefoule, and broo4upon it; Heavenly Do- 
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arinefalleth downe upon the ſpirits of men , not like a - 
mighty vio/ert raine, but like'a ſhowre of oyle, likea - 


ſweet honey-dew, "Fiſt bly, .. 
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.” Fifthly, The inward fenſe of « 'regenerate minde , doth 


tafily judge between ( briſt and Autichriſt, "Such holy j«dcthbe- 


ſoules areywell refolved about the things of God, they 


donor halt. between: Godt and- Baa, arguing: themſelyes 


out of alt \Keligion'and modefty; bur they have' a natu- 
ral tendency cowards thete things, andthey feet a muagne- 
tick verrue ſecretly over-powerthem : This is the na- 
tural working of the new Creature, whereby the ſoule 
doth inwardly javour and rellifh, differenceand diſtinguiſh 
beoween the Do@rines of Chrift, and the 7apoſixres of 


Antichriſt. Jeſus Chriſt tells us 1n- Fobx 10. That his 


Sheep do hear his voice; but they will nor follow a firan- 


' ger, for they kvow nor the voice of ſtrangers. Whereby 


he would have us to.underſtand, That all his Diſciples, 
who are tyuly taught of him,” doe carry within them- 
ſelves theLapir Lydins, the Fonch-ftoneof Truth, and 
ſuch isthe-preſent Fouchor Taſtethat fome rhtngs do 


make upon their fpirits, that they doe eafily difcerne 


from whence they come; although they doe not bring 
them to an external! fudicatory. The Divine nature 


whereof we are made partakers, doth put a difference 


between that which is really and truly heaventy, and 
that whichis onely connterfert ſtuffe, asthe Touchſtone 


doth between Gold and ___ It is worthy of our - 
obſervation ; -That every life doth a#tref7 and concert 


that which is ſuitable ro1ts nature; and the moſt” infe- 


riour life hath ſuch a faculty. The Plants of the earth - 


do draw unto themſelves that ſap and juice which is 


proper for them,and:dodigeſt it into nourifhment; The - 


Feaſt3 of the: field doe naturally move towards-thoſe 
things Which will maintaine theirlives, and turne: aſide 


from that which poyſoow and/deſtrufive to them,and . 


what is by them recevved, they turne, 5» ſucoum &- ſan. 


gineminto food and nouriſtment,anddce grow there- - 
oh ES E by. .- 


5 Inward ſenſe 


tween Chriſt 
and Amtchrift, 
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by. The rationall life ta a naturall man doth by obſer- 
vation, argument, and diſpute, gather up naturall 
Truths, wkereby the man becomes: well pol:ſhed in his 
underſtanding, and may deſerve the name of an in:ſtru7F- 
ed Philoſopher ; 40 doth that ſpiritnall and heavenly life, 
which we call the new Creature, and Divine naturein a 
Chriſtian, it, being indued with ſuch an attraQtive and 
digeſtive faculty, doth know whatis ſuitable or axſuita- 
ble to it ſelfe, and doth accordingly affect or diſ-relliſh 
it. The Needletouched with a Loadſtone doth not more 
naturally movetowards the Po/e, then a ſoule tonched 
with a Divine Spirit, doth move towards and freely em- 
brace the truths of Chriſt ; it cannot reſt at aify point in 
the compaſs untill it be cextered there.Men in whom the 
ſpirit of this world lives, and 1s przdominant, do natu- 
rally affe&t worldly things, the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts 
ofthe eye, and the pride of life. Hethat loveth profit, 
is wholly taken up 1n getting wealth; He that loveth 
honour and popular applaule, doth ſet himſelfe to pleaſe 
men ; Hee that loveth pleaſnres, ſtudieth excels, riot. 
wantonnelſs, and dalliance; and all theſedo finde their 
ſpirits move with a kinde of zaturalneſs towards ſuch 
things, andtake wonderfull contentment in them ; ſo 
that as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Theſe men are g:aifore , pundp- 
Yue, pany N ernctuo,LLOVETs of pleaſure, loversof mony,ra- 
ther then lovers of God. The ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
hearts of holy men,doth,with ſevoxr and rel/i/þ, enter- 
tain thethings of .God, whilſt other men that have but 
common \pirits,cannot takeany delight or complacency 
in them. Such was the hearty & fincere affeftion of T7 
* gnothytowards the Philippians, that Saint Paylſaith, there 
wasnonelike him, who did ywies mn ol dure wpywrar, 24> 
turally take care of their affaires. And it is much more 
true ofa regenerate heart; for none attaine to inch g 
He 


 arelijkethe white-of anegge, without any.ſavour. 


 mentall underſtanding,and this grows up as holines doth 


 brightneſs,then have wea more exa&and judicious. vi- 


weak, becauſe his capacity was not great, butnow he 
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diſcretion in heavenly Truths as it ſelfe attaineth unto, 
for unto a man void of ſuch alife, thoſe precious truths 


a 


Sixthly, The true knowledge of heavenly things encreaſeth - Hervey | | 


according to the meaſure of Sand@ification . T doe not ſpeak. j,;joutle to- 
of knowledge falſjy fo called, as the Apoſtle ſome where Santtificaim, 
termes it, but of true knowledge, thatis, inward, experi- ; 


enlarge it ſelf in the foule. The clearer the Glaſs, the 
more perfet is the Refle#ion that it makes; The more 
pure and ſpotleſs the ſoul is, the better doth it receive 
and judge of heavenly things. It. be but Day-brea,, or 
adinrand duskie twilight,we have a more doubtfull ap- 
pearance of things that are before us: bur if it growes 
toa morning-light and once encreaſeth into a #oon-day 


fion of them. When the ſoul begins at firſt to turn unto 
God, it hath ſome taſte or ſmattering: of theſe ſpirituall 
dainties, and it is like that-taſte, which new-borne babes: 
have of the milk which they fuek from the Breſts ; but 
when the Chriſtian follows on to know tke Lord, whoſe. 
going forth is prepared as the morning, and when he 
doth reſfolvedly, and ſtrongly carry on the work of ſan- 

Ctification in his heart and lite, then doth he. come to a- 
more mature and ripexed judgement of theſe things ; Hee 

was a child before, but now he 1s grown up to a ſtrong: 
man in Chriſt. The great Apoſtle tells -us, : When: he 
was a child; he thought asa child, Hee: underſtood -as a: 
child, but when he became a man, hee put away: child- 

1ſh things, His apprehenſions of truth were but low and. 


looks upon the brighter tace of truth with greater com- 

placency then he did before. - Our Lord Jeſus tells us- 

1a Johr.7, 17. Tf any man will doe his will, hee ſhall Azow- 
| | of. 
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know afſaredly and rmpregrably thetruth'of thoſe th 
- which God ſpeaketh in'his word, - is to-wh/erre ad 0 
bey thoſe things which God enjoynes, The-Holy Ghoſt, 
which is the beſt witnes of Jeſus Chriſt & his Dorine, 
is given tothem that obey him,4A#.5.32. and theſe men 
do ſweetly reſt in an afluranceofthe trath, whilſt others 
who are of ;:#pare ſpirits: do iqxarrelt;and inarle againſt 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, let him grow in grace, as the A- 
. poſtleexhorts in 2 Pet. 3. 18. Onethat 1snewly entered 
mto the School of Chriſt, doth fimleita hard and':diffi- 
cult task, to ſubdueevery corruption : The fins of edx- 
cation, cuſtome , and natgrall tenalenty arenoteafily maſte- 
red; Henceit comes to paſs, that upon any laps, or tall 
- Ntoany particularim;, the ſoute begins tobe 'hannted 
with fcrupulofities, doubts, and fears, yea, t doth upon 
ſuch occaſions fall roqueftion the #94h'of grace, and 
the certainty of the Goſpel, whereas, in cale of a con- 


 clondsariling, but-aconſtant m_ upon the face of the 
ſoul. The truth is,all thofe fecret /wſp3cz2ne,und jealou- 
fies concerning che certainty of the wayes of Thrilt, or 
ofthe worke ofhis grace upon ourhearts, dve proceed 
from fome guilt contrafted by acts of violence againſt 
-the light and pronciples of the new Creature. Would 
youthen bee perfe& in, and/uſtreid ofthe truths of the 
 Golpel, take the Apoſtles counſell , Pw? yo on the Lord 
Jeſns Chriſt and muke no proviſcon for the fleſh to fulfill the 
luſts thereof. t (h” 


"e% retaine without pollution by  Auntichyiſtian- fulſhvod.'' This 
-_ anomting which yee ave received «b;deth $tiryou, and 
a5 bath: taught you, © g4 ſoul! abzde in him 5 ſo faith 

7 A 


' ofthe Dodtrine wherherir be of God. The beſt way to 


it, Hethat would grow 3: the knowledge of our Lord and | 


ſtant and cloſe walking with God, there be no fuch 


- Seventhly. The holy andinting-it 4 regenerate ſoule will 


tes 
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our Apoſile, in x Joh.2.27.8&Paulin 2 Cor.1.21.ſhews the 


| Pinion by that wſbia 73y dripiewy, that dice-play of men, 
into the knowledge of 


' wiſe mans eyes are in hjs head, and he will not part 
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ound of a ſouls eſtabliſhment in the truth to: be this ho- 
y.unction, this participation of the divine n ature from 
God, Hethat fuabliſtet us with you in Chriſt, and hath 
anointed us,is God. Such a ſoule can do nothing againſt 
the Truth, but for the Truth. They who are perſwa- 
ded into an Orthodox opinion, orarticle of faith, by an 
Enmane argument, may againe be eafily cheated of that o0- 


when ſome cunning Antagoniſt ſhall cogg an argument 
which may ſeem to import a fairerprobability. But he, 
that hath;this i»ward gh of the life of Chrift.as his guide 
oly things,is not eaſily removed 
from the Truth, or much affrighted with the terror of 
arguments, but ſhall hold his owne for ever. Children 
and fools may exchange their Gold for Counters, but the 


with his moſt precious Faith upon ſuch eafie tearms. This 
true knowledge of God, and ſpirit of Chriſt ipthefoul, 
is hc———s ſeed, that eternalllife, whichſhall never 
die; hethat hath ſaid, Touch not mine ajiointed, will 
ſuffer none to lay violent hands upon his tender off- 
ſpring:and in caſe of any i»epud:#t aſſault or bold affront 
offered to his ſacred image, it ſhall appear, That Hee 
who is in a renewed mind is greater then he that is in the 
world. This holy anointing, this new creation in the 
ſoule. is a Principle ofrecovery in caſe of ſome particular 
ApotncFs and may be ſignified by that woice behind one, 
which the Prophet 7/azah ſpeakes of, which ſhall ſay, 
this is the way, walk in it, when he turneth to theright 
hand, and when heturneth to the left. Suppoſe a man 
having received this anointing,ſhould,at any time, by a 
ſodaine temptation, defile-himſelfe with fin, whereby 
his glory is ſtained, his ſpirk diſquieted, hjs conſcience 
es to _ wound- 


Tile. a - dale oo EL as is 
Bs HS Mg (2 os earth <4 - 


— 


& —_ 
wounded, and his peace interrupted, he ſhall finde ſuch 
ſecret ſirmelings and ftrivags within himſelfe , that he js 4 
neverquiet untill his filthmeſs be waſht off,” and thenew | 
| Creature aware reftored to former freedom: Upva © 
this account the ſpirit of Chriſt 1s an holy unfion;for xs 
oyle will not eaſily »ixe with other liquors; Or itorps- 
yate with otherbodies.ſothis divineſpirit will preſerve | 
it ſelfe pure, and hate the very garment ſpotted withthe 
fleſh. 'An holy ſoule is like a fountain, or well ſprin 
of water, into which there may be thrown dirt an 
traſh, but the fountain will ſtill be clearfng' it felf, and 
reing ont that\filth which was caſt into jt ;' the ſptrit of 
Tots Chriſt dwelling thus in the ſoule, will continually 
be working out of all darkneſs, and leading it on from 
light to light. | Ih > 
Thus have we opened the Dodrine unto you, and 
madeitmanifeſt, That the moſt certain /knowledge' oF 
Heavenly truths, arifeth from the anozmtine of Chriſts 
ſpirit within the foule, and not from outward argu- 
ments. The ſpirit of God doth convey theſe truths into 
theſoule, Thenew Creature doth reſent them.and this 
anointing doth eſtabliſh the ſoule in a certajn aſſurance 
of them. Now by way of application, give me leave to 
* ſpeak briefly to ſome tew Corollaries or dedudTions which: 
_ flow naturally from this 2otzoz which hath been thus 
| explained. | 
b. 6. Firſt. Tf the new Creature brought forth in the ſou), 
Ihe promiſes of by the ſpirit of regeneration, be that which teacherh the 
be ſpiritex* certain knowledge of Chriſtian Do@rine, Then here we 
___ may ſee what is thetrne meaning of that ſpirit of Chriſt, which 
he hath ſo univerſally promiſed to beſtow upsn his peopke. The 
Old and New Teſtamentis full of promiſes tm this kind. 
All thy people ſhall bee fuſ{fexlr, taught of God; a new 
heart will I give you, and a"ew ſpirit will 1put within 
you, Twill put my ſpiritwithin you, and cauſe ones | 
- 0 I IN RAR Re | . Wake 
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walk in my ſtatutes; I will make a zew Covenant with the 
bouſe of 7/rael, I will put my laws into their minde,and 
write thezz upon their hearts, and they ſhall not teach 
every man his Neighbour, and every man his brother, 
ſaying, Know the Lord, as if they were ignorant of bim.gy 
unacquainted with biz, forthey ſhallall know mee, from 
the leaſt to the greateſt, 8 this ſpirit, which I will poure 
out upon my ſeryants, and mine handmaids, ſhall lead 
them intoall Truth. Now all theſe, andthelike g'ori- 
ous promiſes,do fignifie unto us that experimentall kwow- 
ledge of God and Truth, which is. the proper effe&t of 
this Renovation of minde which hath been ſett before 
us» When the ſoule is borne againe of that incorrupti- 
ble ſeed, and tranſplanted intoour Lord Jeſus, asinto a 
new root, partaking of his ſap and ſpirit, then doth it at- 
taineto amore cleare underſtanding of the will of Gad 
and hatha more perfe@ ſayour, andrelliſh of Chriſt and 
| his wayes. This holy Spirit is that trueShechexah, that 
indwelling of Godin the ſoule, which was antiently 
ſhadowed out by that cloud of preſence, which ſate be- 
tween the Cherubims wings,in So/ozrons Temple. Then 


are we.indeed taught of God, when this ſpirit dwells 


within us; then are weeunder the fulfilling of theſe 
promiſes, when we have received the truth , not as it 
comes from Paxl, or as 1t is delivered by Apo/o, but the 
Truth as it is is Jeſws + when the ſpirit of Truth doth 
make us to know not the word but the power of it, im- 
planting themindeof Chriſt in ourmindes, and turn- 
ing of us from the ways of ſin, into the love of God.I ao 
not here determine what thoſe larger meaſures,or high- 
' erdegrees of this teaching may be, in the latter dayes, 
when the krowledge of the [ord fhall cover theeacth, as 
the waters doethe Sea. _ 

Secendly, If the beſt way to a certainty of knowledge 
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in heavenly things be by a ſpirituall anointing, Then 
oud man muſt be humbled and bee willing to bee taught by a 
divine ſpirit.Fleſh and blood cannot reyeal unto man the 
things of the ſpirit, neither can any man call Jeſus the 
Lord,but by the Holy Ghoſt, for the fleſh profiteth-no- 
thing, it is the ſp;rit that quickz-th,and theſe things they 
are ſpirit, and they are l:fe. All things that Jeſus Chriſt 
ſpake, and did, they were ſpoken in parables, and done 
' In parables to thoſe that are without; that hearing they 
might hear and #ot xnderſtand,and ſeeing they might ſee 
and not perceive: but to his Diſciples he ſaith;Unto you: 
it :s grven to know the myſteries of the Kingdome, unto 
you, theſe things are revea/ed from the Father. The A- 
poſtle tells-us in 2 Cor. 10. 5. That the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnall, butmighty through God tothe 
pulling down of thoſe uo, xiyioun,war ylope,rg) any rinue, 
thoſe ſtrong holds, and reaſonings, thoſe inſulting 
notions that lift up themſelves againſt Jeſus Chriſt. 
After all the 12quiſition that our carnall reaſon-can 
make into the Scriptures of truth, to finde outarticles of 
faith: we ſhall (till remain #»ſatisfied, and may perceive 
that we areſtil] ready ſecretly to aske the ſame queſtion 
' that Pilate did, Hhat is Truth Many men doe ſome- 
times think that they throughly underſtand ſpirituall 
Truths, when, alas ! all their knowledge amountethto 
nothing more, then a zealous or paſſionate arguing for 
them. The whole Bible toa reaſonable man,not regene- 
rated, will be, as that book was which the Prophet 
fpeaks of when jt was delivered to the learned to readit, 
he returns it,and ſaith, I cannot, for it is ſealed;and when 
it was delivered into the hands of theunlearned to read 
it, he ſaith, I am not learned. We carry Bibles tn our 
hands; and fay, we ſtudy the word of God, wee do well; 
but-untill we havea ſpirit from God teaching of us 1n- 
| wardly.,. 
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| wardly, and reforming us accordin g tothe Teror of that 


word, we ſhall be no great Proficients 1n that knowledge. 
Hence itis that inthe 19. Verſof the Epiſtle of Jude,one 
that bath not the 7 nan. and onethat 1s ſenſuall, areac- 
counted to be theſame perſon , ſenſxall, not having the 


ſpirit, Thetruth 1s, vaize man would be wiſe, thou 


h 
he belikea wilde aſſes colt : Men would not onely be 
Maſters of reaſon, and naturall knowledge, but would. 
allo have dominion over other mens faith., and would 
ſubduethe ſpirituall ſenſe of the new Creature-to the 
Sovereignty; and ſupremacy of humane arguments. But: 
35 the Apoſtle ſpeaks #7 os, where is the wiſe? where 
is the Diſputer of this world? hath not God made fool- 
11h the witedome of this wo11d-2 Theſe men indeed. be 
thoſe Jorwwee, that would ſeem tobe wile;butis irnot 
with them as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in Kom.1.21, izroriobnoas, 
art anon is Tots S120 10pors vIiy.xet uoyiriras, arethey not 
become dark, and vaio. in their imaginations; yea, doe 
they not cur ration? inſanire, even tun madd with that,. 
which they call their reaſon, though it be nothing ber- 
ter then a corrupt ermity againſt the hoxeſty and ſimplici- 
ty.of Chriſt. Give me leaveto ſpeak ireely-in this point ;; 
when the great myſteries of the Kingdome of Heaven, 
ſuch are Self-denyall, reliance upon the grace of Godre-- 
vealed by the Meſliah, /zving by Faith 1n another, and: 
deriving ſtrength from Chriſt through a promiſe; I ſay, 
when theſe things and the like are propounded to a na- . 
turall underſtanding, and an unmortified heart , will it: 
not ſay, that you doe /apides loqui, ſpeak ſtones unto it, . 
and offer that which is too hard to be. received ? Me. 
thinks, . when I offer ſuch ſpirituall Truchs to be judg+ 
ed at the Tribunall of-naturall underſtanding ,.whbich L 
call argumentativeknowledge, it is as when that which 
belongeth to ore. xe, is preſented to an other, which. 

- cannot. 
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cannot give a perfe& judgement of it. Hee that would 


- makemeeto underſtand what ſick ts, and the excel- 


lency of it, muſt not bring mee to one that can with e. 
loquence relate a ſtory thereof, and tell me words, 
what raviſhing Harmony, and rare delights it doth en- 


tertaine one withall, and then bid me imagine how eye- 


ry noteexceeded the other; for this 1s not to touch up». 
on the right ſtring , but he muſt bring me to a Cox/ort 
where mine eare may receive a true 1mpreſſion 


from ſuch wwſicall delights. It is not enough to paint 
out the beauty of a Roſe in the moſtlively colours, and 
ſetit before mine eyes, but muſt /xe/ to the roſe it 


ſelfe, and thereby come to know the ſweetneſſe of 
it. Wee may thinke to make our;ſelves great DoFZors 
ofthe Law by a #ip:a2u6 7h; 21arr, aforme of knowledge, 
but thereby we deceive our ſclyes, attaining onely to a 


poor and beggarly underſtanding of the truths therein 


contained; forthe beſt way to know them, is to obey 
and praQtiſethem. He that hath his heart truly »-ortified 
tothis world, & is crucified with Chriſt, being wade.alive 
againeby that ſpirit of regeneration, Hee alone,doth 


attaine tothemo(lt quick and lively apprehenſfions of - 


thoſe Truths, that are revealed by Chriſt in his Goſpel. 

Thirdly, It they alonedoe truly know the things of 
Chriſt, who have received his anointing, then certain - 
ly, wicked men are n0 competent Judges of <hriſtian Do- 
Grine. Whatſoever their parts are,or their acquired lear- 
ing in arts and ſciences, yet, as to heavenly things, they 


| arevery darkeand ignorant. Perhaps,this1nference,may 


provoke the great wits obthe world, to fay as thoſe Pha- 
riſes did to Chriſt, Are weblindealfo? But Tam ſare 


the Apoſtletells us, Hee that hath not the Spirit ef 
Chriſt1snone of his, and he-that 1s not one of Chriſts 
flock; I dee not know how-he ſhould nrderſtand Chriſts 
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voice. The prophaner Jews had the' magralia legis, the 
gfeat things of the Law delivered to them, and they ac- 
counted them as a ſtrange thing ; for, as the Apoſtle 
{peakes, Moſes hath a wezlelying upon his face, and when 
that people ſhall be converted unto the Lord, this veile 
ſhall be taken away, Thereis the fe of Chrilt covering 
| his_ſpirit, there: is the Jeter and ſhel! of the word of 
—_ _ Chriſtas itis printed inour Bibles, which doth, like a 
Maſque, clonde and hidethe beautifull face of Truth, fo 
that a carnall heart cannot diſcerne the beauty, or judge 
aright 'ofthe excellency thereof; ſo that the preaching 
| of Chriſt crucified, is, 'ovdrduzw ni papie, an offerrce to 
| the Jew, and to the Greeks foohfhmeſs ; but unto them - 
| that arecalled, both Jews and Greeks, it is the power * 


& God, and the wiſedoxe of God. Great men are not always : 
wiſe men, and the men of the world are not fit to adviſ 
withall in the things of God. Some there bee whom God 
bath given up «#; 4/bmucr rv, toa Reprobate minde, toan : 
7njudicions minde,which hath no true judgement in hea- 
venly things. Wovld any one make a »-add man his 
Counſellor? No, He would chuſe one that is compos 
mentis,one that is of a ſober and diſcreet reaſon & adviſe 
with him in a matter of difficulty. He that is of a ranting 
ſpirit, and givento the love of fiejbly pleaſures, may 
verba conari, may,like a Parrot, ſpeake words which hee 

- underſtandsnor.but heis crazed in his intellerualls,and 
| Fr knowes not the way of the ſpiritin the ſoule. Ler me 

E g heare one ſpeake concerning the worke of Grace, the 

| attings of Faith, the drawings of the ſpirit z whaſe eyes - 

have bom opened, as Baalam ſaid of himſelfe; in attother 
caſe, one who hath had an internall fenſe-and feeling of - 
theſethings within himſelfe,. for Hee is beſt able to un-« 
fold ſach hidden myſteries. But let us ceaſe from man, for 
wherein js heto be accounted of? The Day-dawning _ 
| ho 
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;, the Letter of 


the day-ſtar ariſing. in our _— will give us bettec 


lightanto that more ſure word, of the Prophets and A- 
poſtles, then all the learned School-wer, or yolumi- 


nous Commentet5rs , who havenot plowed with Gods - 


Fourthly, Tf knowledge of Chriſtian Do&rine muſt be 


' received by - anointing, then to be inſtrufed in 


Scriptures, is 80t enough to make a Chriſtian. 


A man may by naturall underſtanding , exerciſed upon 
the Letter of the Bible, attaine to very great Octhodoxie 


in Articlesof Faith, and ſeyerall points of Religion, 


for that which is truein Divinity, is true allo in Reaſon ; 


| but notwithſtanding all this litterall knowledge, his 


ſoule may be like Pharaohs leane kine, a ftarved and ill- 
favoured foule. The ym——_ of men in the world 
are exceedingly miſtaken in this buſineſſe; for they have 
thought it to be Reformation enough, if they might but 
purge their Articles of Faith, and ſet forth 1n print that 
which might vindicate the truth of their opinions, and 


. wayes, from the prejudice that they lye under in the 


World, whereas in the midſtof ſu ch reformation, men 


| ſhall be as carzalland deviliſh as they were before, they 


ſhall inwardly be as full of pride, and covetonſneſſe, of en- 
wy and malice, of hatred and revenge as ever;- and th 

ſhall have leave to ſtudy miſchiefe, and conceive evill 
will againſt their neighbour, notwithſtanding all the e- 
laborate 7iceneſſe ofa reformed _ Brethren, Wee 


muſt not onely reforme our Fookes, though that be very. 


gocd, but we muſt reforme our hearts, and our lives; 
the power of this anointing muſt eat out the proud fl-ſh of 
ourdiſtempered hearts, and qzickex us. alſo into a more 
prre andrefined ſpirit; Profeſlors doe thinke they attain 
t0a great meaſure of heavenly «kill if they are but ſo well 
zead 1n the Bible, as toturnefrom one Scripture to _ 

; ther, 


| 


| nar Library, a waking Studie; all his books were ſo 
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other, and compare one place with another, * whereby 
they may more ſtrongly back that opinion which they: 
would defend, whereas all this while, The Scripture 
is a thing without them, and the minde of God is in 
their Bibles, not in their hearts, but the true Chriſtian 
hath the word of God trax/cribed into himſelf,and can 
ſay.in his meaſure,as Jeſus Chriſt did,I delight todo thy 
will, O my God, Yea, thy Law is within zry heart. Eu- 
zapins inthe Iffe of Porpbyrie, ſpeaking of his Maſter 
Longizans ſayth, Hee was ſuch an excellent Schollas,. 
That hee was Gifrobing ris induy& ov wiginaroby pagger, a 11+ 


wel geſted and their notions coxcoFed in his minde, 
that hedid (as it were) gtve life & otion to his Books, 
in a T7equitall. for that learning which he had received 
from them. He 18a Chriſtian to purpoſe, who hath the 
Bible tranſpirited into his minde, who hath digeſted 
the ſenſe of Scripture into practice and vztal! blood. Hee: 
is nota Jew which is one oxtwardly , neither is that cir- 
cumcifion which is outward in the fleſh, but he is a: 
Jew who is one i-wardly, . and Circumciſion is. that of 
the heart, .in. the ſpirit, whoſe praiſets not- of ze: but - 
of ___ + 0 L | 
Fifthly, Doth the Apoſtle bring 1a this anointing 1 
of theſpirit, asthat which ſecures Toly men from A Wat fenic 
tichriſtian impoſtures,then here may weeſee the ground xg ern 4 
of thoſe great «Apoſtacies that are abroad. Doe: wee at a- - "ey 
ny time ſee ſome eminent: rms come tumbling - | 
downe like Lucifer from the height of his profeſſion , 
and ;7:werd himſelfe in the dung of worldly wicked- - 
nefle, let us know, the reaſon is, becauſe:he had no - 
root in himſelfe. They. went outfrom us; ſaith our A-- 
Ppoſile, for they: were. not'of us, They were leviter 
' F " tinds: 
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F tinTi, ſed non penitus imbuti , ' they 


wayes of God, but never did feed upon them with 
favour, nor digeſt them. They went out from: us, 
that it might bee manifeſt that they were not allofus; 
There be ſome men 1n the world, who have. much of 
that which we call ght in their underſtandings, bur 

have nograce-nor honeſty in their hearts, 'and 18 is no 
wonder ifthey turne away from the Truth ia a time 
ofxTemrptation, and day of Tryall;; it is the good ground 
that briogeth forth fruit, and itis the honeſt heart that 
ſtands tn a mo F ung Ham —— aqu."—-rg 
upon a Rock, Hee that 1s hwrryed intoany. on 

bs the impulſe of bis worldly affettions, can/ not be 
ſetled and eſtabliſhed tn. that profeſſion, bur maſt turn 
about when thoſe affe&ions give the word; Hee 
is likea ſhip whoſe ſails areopen: to' every gale of 
winde, but hath neither Ballaſt nor Kndder to _— it 
ſteddy in its mation. Many peoplethinkethemfelves 
ſo good Proteſtants, that they ſhould never turn Papiſts ; 


who yet, I feare, would fall from thetr owne ſtedtaſt- 


neſle into theerror of the wicked; andcaſtmg off the 


Proteſtant Articles, would eaſily entertaine for .Faith- 


the dogwata af Rome; the reaſon whereof is, Their (oxls 


are Bot converted to that Faith which they profefſe. To 


an wzregeneraie man who gtves up himtelfe to licenti- 
ouſneſle,. All Religrer is alike, for Religion doth oblige 
and; command: the foule into. a diligent obedjence 

to ſome Rule, but ſuch an unmortified heart cannot 
 endurethe beautifull bands of a Religious Law. But 


where the Goſpell of Chriſt cometh, asit did to: the 


Theſjalonians, not m word onely, butis Swgue of is wan 
Popogln nan, 11 POWET ang-muchfull aſfarance; wherethe 


word 


A 


bave had perhaps: 
ſome ſodaine and tranſcevt 'taſts. 'of {weetnelle: im the 
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wordot Truth is made manifeſt, in mens conſciences : 
and becomerh an —_— word, there we may be per- 
ſwaded with the Apoſtle, that hee who hath been a 
good worke, will perſe& it unto the coming of Chriſt. 
This Imuſt confefle, That men by the improvement 
of their naturall underſtandings, andby obſerving the 
Di@ates of naturall conſcience, may retorme fome ex- 
ternallenormities and ſcandalous yices of their lives, 
and proceed further in profeſhon upon account of 
forme worldly confiderations, butfrom all this refor- 
mation, though improvec and carryed on yery high, 
they mayagaine revolt, and apoſtatize, becauſe the 
principles thereof were exterualland politicall , not inter- 
#411 and gemne: Such men as theſe are not like Timo-- 
thy, whom Paw calleth his naturall ſonze in the Faith, 
they are notnatur«1|,bat artifictall'Chriſtians. But hee 
that is, not in appexranceonely, but in Trath alſo tranſl. 
formed into the image of Chritt, hath the feed of God 
remaining inhim. and eternall life implanted, which 
ſhall never wither; Hee ſhall never drowne himſe)fe- 
in ſenſuality, orfall away fromthe holineſle of a godly 
life, into the filth and baſenefle of a degarcrate Rink: 
The Apoſtle ſaith, 0portet efſe bereſesr, There mult bee- 
herefies, That they which are approved may. be made 
manifeſt. The underftandiong Merchant knows which. 
is the Peawe of price, when one that 1s ignorant may 
be cheated with a connterfet, This is the excellency 
and glory of a ſpirit taught of God, That when others 
fall awayfromthe Truth of Dodrine and mtegrity of life, . 
that will ſtill adhere and cleave unto him ; when 'the 
whole world thalllye m wickednelle, 1þ4t will preſerve 
it ſelfe nnfpotted amd blarveleſſe, unto the comming of 
Chriſt. Hence it was that the Martyrs of -v1d, though. 
—_ ' they. 
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they could not diſpute, yet they could aje for Chriſt. 
' Hee that isalive in God, ſhall not be religious onely 


when he hath the ti-7zs with him, for that's eaſie, the 


dead fiſh can ſwimme downe the ſtreame z but when the 
. wickedneſle of thetimes, andplaces where hee lives 
.draweth other men into a diflolute Tooſenefſe, Hee 


ſhall ſtand like mount Zzox, and never be removed, 
Sixthly, Tf the Spirit of Chriſt be ſuch a teaching ſpi- 
rit, whereby we know him aright, then zt concernes eve- 


ry regenerate ſoule to deale kindely with: that ſpirit. Oh! 


Bee very tender of the good ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, I 


- meane not onely that Gentle ſpirit, which ſome- 


times breaths upon the-Garden of our ſouls, and makes 
the ſpices thereof flow out and give. their ient, 
but that ſpirit of Chriſt alſo which is «nired unto 


.and implanted in our Spirits, that New Creature which 


is formed within us. Oh! Take heed of grieving, temp- 
ting, or quenching this ſpirit 5 Spiritus SandFus eſt res de- 
licata, The divine ſpirit is a very tender thing. Let 


none dare to caſt water upon it, whereby to coole or 


dampe it,but let it att according to its own natural ten- 
dency. It was the great requeſt ofDavids heart in Pſal. 


51-11. Caſt menot away from thy preſence, and take 


not thy Holy ſpirit from mee. O Lord, whatſoeyer 
thoutakeſt away, doe not take this away : This ſpirit 
isthat which puts me upon obſervance of thy will , 
and doth many times recover and bring me back again , 
when I have forgotten my ſelfe and thee. Chriſtians ! 
would you know what you are moſt of all beholding to 


in the world? It is the good ſpirit and life of. Jeſus 


Chriſt; This is the Life of your ves, and the .ſoule of 


your /oxles; without this ſpirit you were but as other 
.men, yea, you were unto God, but as dead carkaſes and 


ſtinking 
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ſtinking Carryoxs. Now if this ſpirit be our life, and if 
by thi- men live, Oh! then be kinde and tender to- 
wards it; take heed leaſt by any meanes you doe off. nd 
it. Then doth a ſoule deale Larſbb and wnkindly with 
this fpirit, when it oppoſeth , reſeſteth and endeavoureth 
to ſtifle the motions of It , when thewi//of Chriſt in the 
ſoul is gaiz-ſayd. Take heed,Chriſtians,that you be not 
ſo radeasto offer violence,and toforce this holy ſpirit; 
when that moyes you towards God, doe not you tarae 
away from God. What the Apoſtle beggs for patience , 
Iwouldbegg for the ſpirit of Chriſt, let the Nature, 
Spirit, and Lifeof Chriſt have its perfe@ worke in you, 
let it a& according to its owne freedome and latitude. 
The Holy Ghoſt that dwells in you, doth adviſe you 
not onely to be Chriſtians, pro hic &» nunc, by fits and 
ſtarts, ſo as may ſerve your owne turnes, but alſo to be 
enduring, and wniverſall Chriſtians : This divine Spi- 
rit is not ſatisfied if you bee onely moyed by it in 
your publick, Aſſemblies, unleſſe you be moved by it ' 
| alfo in your Cloſets, your Shops, and in all your Re- 
latiens : for the Spheare of the new. Creature, is, a 
ſober, righteous, and godly life.. Where this holy Spirit 
dwells, it will prompt the ſoule to ſomething which 
is tranſcendent, and above the ſtraine of gar ſpirits. 
Now ſuppoſe I ſhould propound to this great 4fſem- 
bly the Queſtion that Chriſt propounded to his Diſ- 
ciples in- Matth. 5. Ti m<woty rxire, what ſingular thing 
doe you more then others? Yea, let me but yo | 
pound it to thoſe who are called the holy ones of the 
moſt High, Wherin doe you excell the Spirits of 
worldly men? What ts there that may ſpeake you 
to bee anointed with this Divine Spirit? Are you 


not as Proud. as Covetons. aS-vaine in your converſa- 
tIONns, 
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tiohs, as other men > Oh! Theh let mecommend this 
unto you, as {eafonable and wholefome counſell, Take 
heed how you uſethe ſpirit of Chriſt which dwelleth 


 inyou, andſvufferittoat like it felfe. 


Severthly, and Laſtly. Tt holy foules know heaven- 
ly things by virtue of the anointing from the holy 
one, which teacheth fo ſweetly and clearely, then 
from hence wee may enucſſe at the glory of Heaven, Wee 
may ſtand wpon 'this Trath as Moſes did upon the 
top of Pi/gah, and from thence view the land of Pro- 
miſe. Tf the dignity of a Chriſtian in this world, bee 
fach as to have his minde enlightned with the pure 
ſpirit of Chriſt, whereby he knoweth the mindevf 
Ged with infallible certainty, then what ſhall his glo- 
ry bee in the world to come © The Scriprures call that 
Spirit which Beltevers receive here, the Seale, 'the 
earneft and firſt- fruits of that which they ſhall receive 
hereafter. And although this prefent knowledge 
which they have of heavenly Truths, doth fo farre 
exceed and tranſcend all the litterall knowledge of 
other men ; yetthe Apoſtle accounts it dark and &n7g- 
waticall in compariſon of that knowledge which hee 
expetts at the Reyelation of Jeſus Chriſt; for 1n 
this mixtyre of fleſh and ſpirit the fovle doth 
ule glaſſes and perſpcFives , but then it ſhall fee wylowrcs 
#635 Tpd:ory, face to face, then ſhall it know «xen as it 
is krowne. Oh! What infinite ſerenity and ſurpaſ- 
fing brightneſſe ſhall then mcompaſle holy ſoules , when 
they ſhall fee all Truth 7» h;» who is Truth i felf ? 
Here wee may often meet with. vexations diſputes 
from contentions Spirits, but jn Heaven there ſhall bee 
altum: filentium adeep filence andeverlaſtingreſt, where 
our ſoules ſhall wade into a Seaof Hhght and enter = 
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a vaſt eternity of Truth. There ſhall be no ſpots, nor 
blemiſhes, no doubts nor ſcruples ariſing in our ſpi- 


rits, for it ſhall bee all a> even aday without clouds. - 


Wee ſhall never more be troubled with the zwwportu- 
#ity of buſie arguments, there ſhall bee no room for 


the Diſpter of this world, but the immaecalete Lamb 


our Lord Jeſus ſhall bee the /;ght of that new Jern- 


ſalew, and he ſhall e/;ghtes ourſoules with his own 


light and glory for eyer. Amer. 
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